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Introduction

A typeface can convey just as much character as a 
logotype or a set of colours. In Carlsberg’s case the 
challenge was to create a family of fonts that work across 
all media platforms from annual report small print to high 
impact promotions.

The value of a customised typeface will be seen over 
time. Eventually, Carlsberg will be able to brand itself by 
using the typeface alone. Carlsberg Sans was created 
to stylistically sit comfortable alongside the Carlsberg 
logo. Text written in Carlsberg Sans will automatically 
complement the logo rather than distract from it. 

Check page 10 "Language coverage" to find out whether 
your language is supported by Carlsberg Sans or not. 
If not, please refer to the pdf "Alternatives for Carlsberg 
Sans" to see which typeface to use instead.
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Carlsberg Sans takes stylistic hints and 
typographic quirks from the Carlsberg 
logo yet manages to remain timeless, 
versatile and practical.
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CULTURALLY ADJUSTED

The aim was to create a typeface that can be 
set correctly with respect for the typographic 
tradition of the countries in which Carlsberg 
communicate. Furthermore the Polish Kreska 
accent has been introduced, usually ignored 
by standard character sets.

CYRILLIC

The Carlsberg Sans family also includes a 
Cyrillic character set, incorporating the same 
stylistic details as the Latin characters. On 
top of the standard Cyrillic character set, 
Uzbek and Kazakh characters have been 
added.

ELEPHANTS

One of the images that occur throughout the 
history of Carlsberg is the elephant. Details 
have been incorporated, e.g. in the at and 
paragraph characters, inspired by trunks, 
tusks and other elephant features.

TABULAR FIGURES

In addition to the default lining figures,  
Carlsberg Sans contains tabular figures as 
well. Tabular figures are figures designed to 
align vertically and are better suited for e.g. 
the financial review in the annual report.
The Opentype format makes it easy to 
switch between the two sets of figures. 
See how in the last part of this presentation.

āđğįňŕşțửćź

дилцќқҝұғ
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ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZÆØÅ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzæøå
1234567890 & àáâãäåảẵặþñß¢£¥§@ 12345

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZÆØÅ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzæøå
1234567890 & àáâãäåảẵặþñß¢£¥§@  12345

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZÆØÅ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzæøå
1234567890 & àáâãäåảẵặþñß¢£¥§@  12345

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZÆØÅ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzæøå
1234567890 & àáâãäåảẵặþñß¢£¥§@  12345

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZÆØÅ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzæøå
1234567890 & àáâãäåảẵặþñß¢£¥§@  12345

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZÆØÅ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyzæøå
1234567890 & àáâãäåảẵặñþñß¢£¥§@ 12345

АБВГҐДЕЖЗИЙКЛМНОПРСТУФХЦЧШЩЪЫЬЭЮ  Carlsberg Sans Light

ЯЁЂЄЅІЇЈЉЊЋЌЎЏȚҒҲҰ
абвгґдежзийклмнопрстуфхцчщэюёђѓєѕљћўџțҳұ

АБВГҐДЕЖЗИЙКЛМНОПРСТУФХЦЧШЩЪЫЬЭЮ  Carlsberg Sans Light Italic

ЯЁЂЄЅІЇЈЉЊЋЌЎЏȚҒҲҰ
абвгґдежзийклмнопрстуфхцчщэюёђѓєѕљћўџțҳұ

АБВГҐДЕЖЗИЙКЛМНОПРСТУФХЦЧШЩЪЫЬЭЮ  Carlsberg Sans Bold

ЯЁЂЄЅІЇЈЉЊЋЌЎЏȚҒҲҰ
абвгґдежзийклмнопрстуфхцчщэюёђѓєѕљћўџțҳұ

АБВГҐДЕЖЗИЙКЛМНОПРСТУФХЦЧШЩЪЫЬЭЮ  Carlsberg Sans Bold Italic

ЯЁЂЄЅІЇЈЉЊЋЌЎЏȚҒҲҰ
абвгґдежзийклмнопрстуфхцчщэюёђѓєѕљћўџțҳұ

АБВГҐДЕЖЗИЙКЛМНОПРСТУФХЦЧШЩЪЫЬЭЮ Carlsberg Sans Black

ЯЁЂЄЅІЇЈЉЊЋЌЎЏȚҒҲҰ
абвгґдежзийклмнопрстуфхцчщэюёђѓєѕљћўџțҳұ

АБВГҐДЕЖЗИЙКЛМНОПРСТУФХЦЧШЩЪЫЬЭЮ Carlsberg Sans Black Italic

ЯЁЂЄЅІЇЈЉЊЋЌЎЏȚҒҲҰ
абвгґдежзийклмнопрстуфхцчщэюёђѓєѕљћўџțҳұ

The weights of 
Carlsberg Sans
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The full character set

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV WXYZ
abcde fgh i j k lmnopq r s tuv wxyz
Á Â Ä À Ã Ă Ā Ą Å Ạ Ả Ấ Ầ Ẩ Ẫ Ậ Ắ Ằ Ẳ Ẵ Ặ ÆÇĆČĆÐĎĐÞÉÊ
ËÈĚĖĒĘẸẺẼẾỀỂỄỆĞĢ Í Î Ï Ì Ī Į İ Ĩ Ỉ Ị ĶĹĽĻŁŃŇŅÑŃÓÔ
ÖÒÕŐŌÓỌỎỐỒỔỖỘƠỚỜỞỠỢØŒŔŘŖŠŚŞȘŚŤ Ţ
ÚÛÜÙŰŪŲŮỤỦƯỨỪỬỮỰÝ Ÿ Ỳ Ỵ Ỷ ỸŹŻŽŹƏ
áâäàã ăāą åạảấầẩẫậắằẳẵặæ çć čćðďđ₫ þéêëèěėē
ęẹẻẽếềểễệğģ í î ï ì ī į ı ĩ ỉ ị ķ ĺ ľ ļ ł ńňņñńóôöòõőōóọỏốồổ
ỗộơớờởỡợøœŕř ŗ š ś ş ș ś ť ţúûüùűūųůụủưứừửữựýÿỳ
ỵỷỹźż ž źə ßfiflª º

АБВГҐДЕЖЗИЙКЛМНОПРСТУФХЦЧШЩЪЫЬЭ
ЮЯЁЂЄЅ І Ї ЈЉЊЋЌЎЏȚҒҚҲҜҢҮҰҸҺӘӨ
абв г ґдежзийклмнопрстуфхцчшщъыь эюяёђ ѓє
ѕ і ї јљћќўџ ț ғ қҳҝңүұҹһәө

012 34 56789½¼¾¹ ² ³
&¶⁄ℓ№℮∂∏∑ ∙√∞∫≈± × ≠≤≥◊∕∆Ωμπ ! ”#% ’ ( ) * + , - .
/ : ; < = >?@[\ ]^_ ‘ ÷ ¦ ° { | }~ ¡€£⁄¥ ƒ§¤ ’ “ « ‹ › –†‡ · • ‚ „ ” »…
‰¿` ´ ˆ ˜ ¯ ˘ ˙ ¨ ˚ ¸ ˝ ˛ ˇ—¬™®−©

012 34 56789½¼¾
%_€$ ¢£¥ ƒ§¤¶ − ×∑+ - / ÷ <=>± ≈ ≠≤≥ ” ° , . : ; | ’ ·#

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R ST U V W X Y Z
a b c d e fg h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z
Á Â Ä À Ã Ă Ā Ą Å Ạ Ả Ấ Ầ Ẩ Ẫ Ậ Ắ Ằ Ẳ Ẵ Ặ Æ ÇĆČ Ć Ð Ď Đ Þ É
Ê Ë È Ě Ė Ē Ę Ẹ Ẻ Ẽ Ế Ề Ể Ễ Ệ Ğ Ģ Í Î Ï Ì Ī Į İ Ĩ Ỉ Ị Ķ Ĺ Ľ Ļ Ł Ń Ň Ņ Ñ Ń Ó
Ô Ö Ò Õ Ő Ō Ó Ọ Ỏ Ố Ồ Ổ Ỗ Ộ Ơ Ớ Ờ Ở Ỡ Ợ Ø Œ Ŕ Ř Ŗ ŠŚ Ş Ș Ś Ť
Ţ Ú Û Ü Ù Ű Ū Ų Ů Ụ Ủ Ư Ứ Ừ Ử Ữ Ự Ý Ÿ Ỳ Ỵ Ỷ Ỹ Ź Ż Ž Ź Ə
á â ä à ã ă ā ą å ạ ả ấ ầ ẩ ẫ ậ ắ ằ ẳ ẵ ặ æ çćč ć ð ď đ ₫ þ é ê ë è ě ė ē
ę ẹ ẻ ẽ ế ề ể ễ ệ ğ ģ í î ï ì ī į ı ĩ ỉ ị ķ ĺ ľ ļ ł ń ň ņ ñ ń ó ô ö ò õ ő ō ó ọ ỏ ố ồ ổ
ỗ ộ ơ ớ ờ ở ỡ ợ ø œ ŕ ř ŗ š ś ş ș ś ť ţ ú û ü ù ű ū ų ů ụ ủ ư ứ ừ ử ữ ự ý ÿ ỳ
ỵ ỷ ỹ ź ż ž ź ə ß fi fl ª º

А Б В Г ҐД Е Ж З И Й К Л М Н О П Р С Т УФ Х Ц Ч Ш Щ Ъ Ы Ь Э
Ю Я Ё Ђ Є Ѕ І Ї Ј Љ ЊЋ Ќ Ў Џ Ț Ғ Қ Ҳ Ҝ Ң Ү Ұ Ҹ Һ Ә Ө
а б в г ґд е ж з и й к л м н о п р с т у фх ц ч ш щ ъ ы ь э ю я ё ђ ѓ
є ѕ і ї ј љ ћ ќ ў џ ț ғ қ ҳ ҝ ң ү ұ ҹ һ ә ө

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ½ ¼ ¾ ¹ ² ³
& ¶ ⁄ ℓ № ℮ ∂ ∏ ∑ ∙ √ ∞ ∫ ≈ ± × ≠ ≤ ≥ ◊ ∕ ∆ Ω μ π ! ” # % ’ ( ) * + , - .
/ : ; < = >?@[ \ ]^_ ‘ ÷ ¦ ° { | } ~ ¡€£⁄¥ ƒ§¤ ’ “ « ‹ › –†‡ · • ‚ „ ” »…
‰ ¿ ` ´ ˆ ˜ ¯ ˘ ˙ ¨ ˚ ¸ ˝ ˛ ˇ — ¬ ™ ® − ©

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ½ ¼ ¾
% _ € $ ¢ £ ¥ ƒ § ¤ ¶ − × ∑ + - / ÷ < = > ± ≈ ≠ ≤ ≥ ” ° , . : ; | ’ · #

The Latin character set

The Cyrillic character set

Lining figures, punctuation 

marks, symbols, etc.

Tabular figures with 

monospaced punctuation marks 

and symbols
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Carlsberg Sans Light is primarily used for 
body texts and short texts like quotations, 
captions, entry texts and forerunners. 
Carlsberg Sans Light is primarily used in 
mixed cases. Body texts are always in black, 
grey or white. Other texts like quotations, 
captions, forerunners and entry texts can 
have any colour from the palette. These 
relatively short text blocks are set with tight 
line spacing.
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Carlsberg Sans Bold is primarily used 
for content headings and to highlight 
text. Carlsberg Sans bold is occasionally 
used for small headings e.g. in magazine 
layout. The line spacing is tight when 
used for small headings. By-liners are 
written in Carlsberg Sans Bold with an 
uppercase in the same colour as the 
body text. As an exception, negative 
body text on coloured background can 
be set in Carlsberg Sans Bold to ensure 
good legibility on e.g. newspaper print.
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Carlsberg Sans Black is primarily used for 
headings in uppercase with very tight line 
spacing. Big tilted headings are always 
set in uppercase Carlsberg Sans Black 
with very tight line spacing. 
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Language coverage

Almost every Western and Eastern European 
language apart from Greek is fully covered by the 
Latin character set – including Turkish, Azeri and 
Vietnamese.

The Cyrillic character set is the Russian, but extended 
with Uzbek and Kazakh characters.

Vietnamese, Azeri and Kazakh characters are only 
included in the OTF font files.

If your language is not supported by Carlsberg Sans, 
please refer to the pdf "Alternatives for Carlsberg Sans" 
to see which typeface to use instead.Ự
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Two font formats

Carlsberg Sans is available in two different OpenType 
formats, TTF and OTF.

-  TTF is OpenType with TrueType data, optimized  
for screen.

-  OTF is OpenType with PostScript data, optimized  
for print.

Most users should choose TTF. TTF is optimized 
for being viewed on screen and works best in e.g. 
Microsoft Office.

Designers working with materials for print in e.g. 
Adobe Illustrator or InDesign should use OTF, since 
curves are more precise and are optimized for printing.

Vietnamese, Azeri and Kazakh characters are only 
included in the OTF font files. The OTF files can be 
installed and used by all users.

The choice of format is not dependent on PC or Mac. 
TTF and OTF both work on PC and Mac.

Carlsberg Sans is not available in Postscript format. 
Please contact the Carlsberg Group CVI team for 
assistance if OpenType can not be used.

WHAT FORMAT TO CHOOSE?

TTF FORMAT

•	 	Carlsberg	Group	employee
•	 	Working	with	PowerPoint	and	Word

OTF FORMAT

•	 	Professional	designer
•	 	Printing	office
•	 	Working	with	Vietnamese,	Azeri	or	Kazakh	

languages



P 12 / AN INTRODUCTION TO CARLSBERG SANS / AUGUST 2009

1: In the top menu, go to Window > Type & Tables >   
 Character. 

2: In the Character window, click on the arrow in the   
 upper right corner.      
 Go to OpenType > Stylistic Sets > Set 1.

For a further description of tabular figures, 
please see page 4.

How to access tabular 
figures in InDesign
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1: In the top menu, go to Window > Type > OpenType. 

2:  In the Open Type window, activate Stylistic   
 Alternates.

How to access tabular 
figures in Illustrator


